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AUSTRALin1 I1ILITARY FORCES 

HEADQUARTERS 1ST A'JSISALIAK TASK FORC5 VIETNAM 

NUI DAT 

SUBJECT:        Conbat Opor^UonG After Action Roport, 

TO:       Commanding Gonorol 
II Field Force Vietnajn 
Attention AC of S.    G3.    (6) 

COPIES TO:    HQ AFV   (7) 
HQ HZ Force ViotooB    (2) 
KQ 1 ALSG 
KQ 6 Tank Force    (.3) 
HQ 10 Xoak Forco    (3) 
Intüi-nal    (15) 

1. RofGroncc is nads to maps VZSllUM, 1   : 50,000, L70U, Sliects 
6429 I, 6429 IV, 6430 II, 6430 ill. 

2. Mama and Typo of Oporat.iort;    Operation FORREST - rico denial operation, 

3« Dates of Operation;    OM operation was conducted over tho period 
23 Hov 67 to 5 Jan 68. 

4. Loca" fcion:    PHUOC TUY Province. 

5. Ccramond Headquarters: HQ 1 ATF. 

6. Reporting Officert    Brlsa dior R.L. HUGiffiS, DSO. 

7. Ui\it Gonaandora: 

a* 2 EAR Lt Col H.R. ClIARLES^'ORTH. 

b. 7 RAR Lt Col B.H, SMITH, 

c. 4 Fd Rugt it coi n.J. G&Han». 

d. A Sqn 3 Cav Regt Maj G.J. MÜRPHI. 

0. 1  Fd Sqn Maj J.H. KEff. 

f. 1  SAS Sqn Maj D. BURNETT, 

g. 1 ARU Maj W.N. LUir.-l. 

8. Task Organization, 

!IQ 1 ATF 
2 FAR 
7 R4R 
A Sqn 3 Cav Ragt 
4 Fd Kegt 
1  Fd Sqn 
1  SAS Sqn 

1 ARU 
Dot 1 D.iv Int Unit 
161  (indcp) Recce Fit 
A Sect 1 Topo Svy '.rp 
1 Auat GA Unit 
Pay Ope 

9. Supportlxig Fc-rcoa. 

a.      Armour. 

(1) A Sqn 3 Cav Rogt vas uccd in both Cc^^il^y and iPC rolos. 

(2) A Sqn wne uüod on the fallowing task: 

Pen or «O DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
ra v/^io CONFIDENTIAL DECIASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 
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b. 

(a) {Jarriago of infantry to porimotor of rice paddy 
areas. Mobility MU linitod as iVPCs waro not allowed on 
tho paddy during the iiarvost, 

(b) goourity of LZs and PZs. 

(o) Routo security to and from rS3s, 

(d) Socurity of FS3a. 

(o) Coimnand a:id control of road moves. 

(f) Patrols fron 7SBs. 

(g) During Operation I^ULEY A Sqn assisted in tho rapid 
rodeploynont of Lifantry coys, 

(h) Provision of one tp for tho T? Ready Reaction Force. 

Artillery. 

(1) Grouping, 

(Q) 108 Fd Bty in direct nupport of 2 RAR, 

(b) 106 Fd Bty in direct support of 7 RäR from 23 Kov 67 
to 16 Doc 67. 

(o) 161 Fd 3ty BOA at priority call to 7 RAR 16 Doc 67 
to 27 Dec 67. 

(d) 161 Fd Bty RNZA in ßonoral support 1 ATF 23 Bov 67 to 
16 Doc 67, 

(e^ 106 Fd 3ty rovcrtod to direct support of 7 RAR on 
27 Doc 67. 

(f) Bty A 1/83 US Arty rooalaed in general support, 
reinforcing 4 Fd Rogt, 

(2) Deployraent, 

(a) Artillery Tactical Eoadquarters and Roginental Koad- 
quartors regained at 1 AW Er.so, 

(b) To provide continuous field gun curport, fire support 
hasos were octablishod an follows; (Sec Annox P) 

1.  106 Bty occupied FSB ALPHA l,S397ii froa 27 Hov 67 
to 7 Doc 67, 

ii. 106 Bty occupied FSB BRAVO YS2570 fron 7 Deo 67 
to 16 Dec 67. 

iii. 161 Sty occupied 753 CHARLIE YS2962 from 16 Dec 
67 - 23 Dec 67. 

iv. 103 Bty occupied FSB HIIIGO YS5365 fron 27 Doc 67 
to 31 Deo 67, 

v.  106 Bty occupied FS3 ALAIIBROOICS YSA573 from 2 Jan 
,■   68 to 5 Jan 68. 

vi. 103 Bty remained at HORSISHOS YSA962 with tho 
exception of its oceupatioa or FS3 RI1IG0 and a period 
from 23 - 31 Dec at NUI D.I?. 
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vll. A Pl A Bty 1/23 (two 8" 0"1.4"ls) occupied 'l li'SP 
at YS253710 from 9 Dec 67 to 1.3 Dec 67, 

(o) A total of 10 battcl"'J mo..,es \·rerc made, five by rot;.cl 
and five by air • 

. (.3) An active policy or D!" ndjust.liCJ'lt. 1·:a ~.: c~rricd O~!t : ., . . :­

requirtT.lo3nt f or o.t l·~a:::t ono adjust(.d DF' for cc.ch s cpc>.rat ..: s uu 
U!Ut locatior. . Duo to tho lar<;e nurnbar or fire tl,i :::nions this 
involved, and tho t:L"!)e r equired, it \las noccssn.l'J' to ~tdvisc 
c01:1pany comm.muors to !1:1lt t heir sub '.ll'lits early enough ·t;o adjust 
DFs in daylight; this '"as not, however, aJ.wo.ys done resulting L"l 
many att.erilpts to nd;just DF l'y night. 

(4) '1-!hite phoilphorous r oundo were used to h•..trr. off un:;.uthorised 
paddi; this •~o.s gca0rnlly unnucccs::;!:.U cue t o the ,.-:~.ter reno..i."l­
ing in the paddies. 

(5) A heavy harassing fire progr.:ll!'-~c HtJij fired. :FOs assi:::tcd 
in II and I planning by S".lb.'llitting tart;et lists based on local 
intelligence a:::sessma."lts at ccr.1pany lo·!cl. These targets uere 
coordinated at Task Force levul. 

(6) Artillery fire was at all times pro~pt ar.d effective, 
clearances bcina obtained Hith the minimum. :Jf del ay. 

c, l!;ngineors. 

(1) 1 Fd Sqn vas gi von the .followL'1g tasks: 

(a) Provide combat. engr teams when r equired .to 2 R.\ll1 

7 RJ,rt e.nu mini tent1s t o A Sq_n .3 Cav Rogt. 

(b) il.opuir eap::: in t he HORSESHOZ HILL YS4962 - LO:~G ?!rJOC 
H.\I YS5153 r.1ineficld fence. 

(c) Pl•ovide: dozer o.ssi:::tance ~·Then required to F'SBs. 

(2) Combat tc.:..:ns :'i.'1d mi..r\i te::uns ucrc provided to the units a.s 
required. The general concept was that tca."!!s were held on s t::.r.d 
by o.t 1 i!.TF Base mllc:::s n;>ccifically rcqui:::cd. '.:'r..is n.llo1{ed 
1 Fd Son to mainta in sufficient tlcn in the Ba.:.c to continue ,,;ith 
the .3 Ji:,R D.:tse C.cvclopmcnt pro~rlll-:~tlc -which \·Ia::; L"l progr .-::ss du..­
inb tho opvra~ion . 

(3) The r op:J.ir of t he l:'li.nci'icld fence 1~o.s completed by 2 Tp 
1 Fd Sqn on i 6 Dec and 17 Dec 67. Scc~u·i ty uas providod by 4/48 
A.I1VN Bn. 

(4) .'\. b.rco n .. 'lt:.lral cave comple:< at YS3.37679 Has dc:Jtroyed by 
2 Tp 1 Fd Sfln (Detailed d iag1·nr.. is shown at ~'\.n:1cY. ;, ) • T'nis 
cave complex ;•as in uco by the VC prior to Op LOililE. 

d, Aviation. 

(1) No 9 S~n RJUF (UH1 D, Ul!1 B) supported 1 ATF throughout the 
operation. 

(n) illUF helicopter:. ',/Oro 'lned \·lith a."ld in addition to US 
J\.ssa.\.11 t Hal icopter Coys (.AHC) in troop r.1oves by a.ir. 

(b) rm:ectivo support for the follo"olin;: a.o:Oivit!.cs we.s 
provided: 

i. Resupply. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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ii.   Evacuation or onpturod rise. is 

111. Command and lioicon. 
! 

lv.    Visual roconnr.is3r.nco, 
: 

o.  US Army Aviation. During Operation P0PJE3T support WU pro"! z^ 
with CiW, CH54. and AKCo lifting /i,70D troops and 1,062.1 short zoct 
of oquipmcrit and supplies twtHMB 25 ifov 67 and 5 Jan 62. A Light 
Flro Toan (LFT) was providod daily and rea-.irJ.nod on standby at 1 AT? 
Baso. 

f.  USAF. Twenty one close air BUpport niijsions wore flevB in 
support of tho operation, 

10.   Intülligonco. 

a. This operation was planned to follow en after the earlier 
operations AINSLIE, DDNOBI and SLSSL 7E wliioli had caused consider- 
able dniaago to the VC logistic system. Captured docw.icnts indicated 
serious food shortages woro being e^orienced hy the VC in and 
around PHUOC TUY. 

b. Harvest time Poc/Jan, is considered by thfl VC the best tine to 
rostock with rice bcoav.sc of the largo astounta of it that are 
available and the difficulty that JWWf  and QVH troops have in con- 
trolling it. All Province intelligence sources (Sector S2 (Aust 
equivalent G (Int)), Rcvolutionrry Dovolopnont Cadre (RD), Census 
Griovanco (CG), Province P.occo Unit (PPÖJ), Comittee for tho Collation 
of Intulligonc- and Conduct of Operations against the VC Infra- 
otructure (ICL..), Dietrlot Operations Intelligence Coordinating 
Centre (DOICC), 10th Military InLerrogation Detachsieat (10 KID) and 
1 ATF Intelligenco Units) were used to get tho broadest and Boot 
acourntc picture possible of the rcsupply net-worl: within KfJOC 7JY 
used by the VC at harvest tin«. Ihia iiiTorniation sho\rcd the nest 
likely places the VC would uaa to pi-oeuro rioc and the routes he 
would use to move it to restock his caches and najor bases. A 
priority for searching villages waa also established. This infem- 
ation was transferred to a Map overlay Annex P. These nethods 
proved successful in datomiaing \/h.erc and how tho VC world go about 
his resupply during tho operation. 

c. The frequency and nature of bho contacts prevented tho aajority 
of VC from infiltrating the populated areas. It is probable that 
tho VC obtained and extracted rico through tho northern area of the 
TAOR whoro VC aoveniont in snail groups was observed, but where tho 
operation did not take effect until lato in tho harvest period. VC 
movement was restricted to small parties and any largo scalo rcsupply 
was thwarted. Corden and search of six villages resulted in 4.00 
suspects being detained ^2 of \rhioh were identified as VC infra- 
structuro, 

d. During tho operation: 

(1) Infiltration groups woro detected and intercepted on 
known VC approach routes. 

(2) Important staging and lay up areas were dotectod and 
denied to the VC at the tine aost critical to his rosupply plan, 

(3) Confirmed VC and sympathizors wore apprehended, 

(4) 1 ATF penetrated the CHAU COO District base KQ and CHA'J 
DUG Coy (C41) base areas and forced the VC to vdthdraw to tho 
NORTH and away from the most important rico areas. 

/v    ' 
CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 
5. 

(5) Captured useful dociu.ionts which proved valuable for boob* 
ground intolligcnoo ajudy, 

11, Mission. 1 AT? between 23 Kov 67 and 5 Jcui 63 i:i close co-operation 
and coordination with .-JIVN and COT, provinco ai:d district officials was tc 
conduct rico donial operations in PlfJOC BJI Province. 

12. Concept of Oporatlons. 

a. Gonoral Outliiio. Durinjj the operation battalions would ha 
required: 

(1) To conduct saturation patrolling astrido known avenues of 
approach tc apprehend couriers. 

(2) To search out knov/n staging areas for camps, personnol and 
caches. 

(3) In co-oporation väth G1^; officials conduct cordon and 
search operations in nominated villa£cs raid hanlots, 

(4) To search and destroy in allotted AO's, 

b. 2 RAR. 

(1) Conduct operations in the allotted AO fron 230800H !Iov 67 
to 05O8O0H Jan 63 (/mnox P). 

(2) Xakfl tha liOnSSSIIOS Compffliy under oond from 22170011 Kov 67. 

(3) Throughout the cporation aair.tain one caapany in the LOXG 
GBBBI. centre of mass Y35553, wit!1, frequent nabuahoe an the 
gaps in the fonco from HORSESHOE YS4961 to PKUOC ffiLl YS5153. 

(/+)   Prom 23030011 Nov 67 to 05O80OH Dec 67 carry out maadansa 
patrolling astride the avenues of apprw.ch in the AO. 

(5) Search and destroy uitliin the AO paying particular attention 
to the ocaging areas indioatod on 1 ATJ Intelligence Assessment 
(Annex P), 

(6) By CS'i70011 Jan 6S conduct cordon and search operations in 
the followinj; villages  (Listed in order of priority): 

(a) KOI MY YS5056. 

(b) All NHUT YS4659. 

(c) LOHG PIUI NORTH ya435598. 

(d) MM PHÜOC YS4558. 

(e) a^T DO SOUTi! EAST 1:5495590. 

(f) PHÜ0C LCI Y35057. 

(7) On order assist in the 1 AT? cordon and search of BIHH GIA 
YS4877. 

(8) Be prepared to provide a reaction force of one company or. 
ono hour's notice, for Heady Reaction ?orco activities against 
tax collection points,  mall base locations,  caches etc found 
as a rosult of 1 SA3 Sqn or air recco activities, 

/6. 
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7 RAR. /« 

(1 >    Conduct operations in allotted LQ fron 2308COH Nov 67 to 
O5080OH JTan 68. 

(2) From 230300(1 Uov 67 to 05030011 Dec 67 carry out raaxinm 
patrolling astride the Rvonuec of approach in allotted AC. 

(3) Frora 23080QB Mov 67 to 050300:: Jan 6S provide "distant" 
patrol protection to AP 8001 NGKS YSAJ, '■ and regular liaison 
visits to that village, 

U)    Search and destroy within the AO paying particular attention 
to the Staging areas indicated on 1 A7F Intolligenco AsscSEKont 
(Annex P), 

(5)    By 05170011 Jan 68 conduct Cordon and Search operations in 
the following villages  (Listed 1Q order of priority): 

(a) p:rjoc HOA 3CSa862. 

[b) KOA LONG XS4264, 

(c) FIIU m Y3257A. 

(d) am TRDIH 182568. 

(6) Or order isr.irt in tho 1 AT? Cordon and Search of 211:11 GL\ 
Yai877. 

(7) Bo prepared to provide a rocotlon force of one oeDpan7 on 
one hour's notice,  for Heady Reaction Jorce activities against 
tax collection points,  small bneo locations,  caches etc found 
as a result of 1  SAS Sqn or air recce activities. 

d. A Sqn 3 Cav gggt.    From 2303C0ii Hov 67 to 050300:1 Jan 68: 

(1) Be prepared to assist in cordon and search operations, 

(2) Do prepared to assist in search and destroy operations, 

(3) Be prepared to "choclc out" paddy vorkers during the rice 
harvest period. 

(4) Be prepared in cooperation with national Police to set up 
temporary chock points on Route 15. 

(5) Hold one troop as a reaction force on one hour's notice, 

e. Artillery. 

(1) 4 W tteet.    Remained in DS of 1 ATF. 

(2) 1/83 Arty (US).    Rcnaincd in General Support (GS), reinforc- 
ing 4. Fd Regt. 

(3) A Bty 2/35 Arty (US).    Roaainod in GS, reinforcing 4 Fd Hegt. 

(4) Bo prepared to provide disnounted troops to assist in 
cordon and sotirch operations, 

f. 1 Fd Son. 

(1)   When requested provide ccjubat engineer tor;ns, to scale, to 
2 MR, 7 KAR'and A Sqn 3 Cav Regt. 

/7. 
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(2)    Bo prepared to provide a small m&OOOt tcan to assist 
AAS UM Bn in repairing the üOrüSSHOE Fence. 

g,      1 aiS Son.    On order fron HQ 1 AT? ooncluct patrolling, search- 
ing and ambushing in ollottod AO ttm 23OC00II Nov 67 to O5O800H 
Jan 66 (Anaax ?), 

h,     1. ARU. 

(1) Commencing 230Ö0OH I'ov 67 until 1SC6C0II Doc 67 provide 
two pitrols bv diy and night in the ARU AO (Aiinox P), 

(2) Be prepared to assist in cordon and search oporations, 

*•      Dot 1 Div Int Unit.   Assist in cordon end search operations, 

j.     161   (Inclep) Recce Fit.   Fro... 2303001} Nov 67 to OJOSOOH Jan &> 
provide ona HI 3 in DS of each 2 TAR and 7 R'IR. 

k«     A Soct 1 Topo Svy fg,    te prepared to provide sufftojr parties:, in 
the operational and villago areas, 

^*      1 Aunt GA Unit.    Bo prepared to assist in coi\ on and search 
oporations. 

n»     itXJBäL* 

(1) Coordinato idLti) iJUNS, ÖVH and Civilian Organisation for 
Revolutionary Dovülüp.icnt (corj)3) rüprosentatives in developing 
an intonso Fey Ou^ progrsauBO in an attcr.r.pt to poi'suado the people 
not to soil rice to the VC but only to accredited buyers, 

(2) Prepare tapad messatjea far UüC by voice aircraft over oil 
districts of PHUOC TUY Pi-ovince. 

(3) Ensure that sufficioiit qurjitities of explanatory leaflets 
arc available for troopr to hand to hoyseholdei'C in the evect 
of house searches. 

(4) 3e prepared -to nako quick reaction tapes or leaflets to 
support the rico denial operation. 

n.     HQ Coy 1 ATF.    The Dofonoo Platoon is to bo prepared to assist 
in cordon and search and check point operations. 

o.      GVH PHUOC TUY Province.    Thj Senior Advisor PlüJOC TOY Pro'/inco 
is roquooted to arrange with the FKUOC 1V1 Provinoc Chief for tho 
following tasks to be carried out by ARTJ and RF units: 

(1) Provision of a Chock Point on Route 14- HBST of E'dUA YS3760. 

(2) Continuous ambushos on tho routes loading IIORTK and 1*87 
out of the lOMG ILM Kill-,  contro of mass YS4653. 

(3) Beach control in tho vicinity of PlfJOC MX and VEST of tho 
fonco to dony tho use of tho bonch and tho sea routes. 

(A)    Activo and continuous patrolling of tho fonco.    SOUTH of 
DAT DO to detect and repair any broaches. 

(5) Aotivo rico denial oporations in tho XÜYSM HOC village 
and AO (YS656S). 

(6)    Cordon and search of tho following villages: 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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(a) KB BIX 

(b) LGB0 CAT 

(c) LONG KlIOKG 

(d) LO;;G Dial 

(o) Kiuoc ma 

it) mn mm 

YS3261, 

X82961. 

153561. 

YS5153. 

XB5963. 

1% 

13. Exocution.   Operation tOSSlBäS SOOMaocd on tho 23 HOT 67,    Di' 
tho operation and as part of Op FOiüiEGT,  thoro v;ere a BUBbor ox conp] 
oporntione. 

raentory 

Serial Dato Operational Rieknaao Unit IJp« 0' Oporaticu 

a 23 Wov 67 OODHAELUTA 7 R&B Cordo:,. and rcarch 
(HOI \0:iC, S84264). 

b 3 Dec 67 a'J.TJXIlA n *. 3&R Cor.'-Ji and soirch 
(HOI MX XS5056). 

c Plannod 
7 Deo 67 

ALDfilLEY 

■ 

2 lAil C rdon onrl soaroh 
(Ali ifliOT YS4659). 
Goncallod due to A3VH 
corAon and search 6 
Doc 67 on tho sane 
villr.se. 

d 11 Deo 67 SHSPPAHTON V RAH Cordon and eoaroh 
(PHUOT XB257*). 

e 13 Doc 67 DIMBOOIA 7 Cordon and search 
(c,\T(: T?J:;H 3fS2568), 

f 15 Doc 67 mjxataa 7 H-'Jl CSordon and search 
(PliliOC i-ia-. XS2862)      ; 

g 18 Doc 67 - 
21 Dec 67 

lOiffiE 7 RAH Search and dostr-.y      j 
(.T.I DINH Mountains 
YS3465).                      : 

li 23 Dec 67 UULEZ 1 ATF Cordon and search 
(KCAI GL\0 YS4677). 

u. Seiucnco of Kvonts, 

a«      D-1  Day 22 Nov 67. 

(1) 2 B&S issued orders fcr the operation. The op was to bo 
conductdd by phases. At this tiiao tho orders wore given for 
tho first two phases: 

• , .  (a) Fhaee 1. 

i,    D Coy to assist 7 luAl in tho cordon and search 
of 'IX LOh'G ZS4264 24 Ho» 67 and to dcuoy to coy AO 
25 Nov 67. 

ii. A Coy, 0 Coy and V Coy to deploy to allot;od AOs 
23 Kov 67. 

i^i.B Coy reaction coy NUI DAP. 

(b)    Rinse 2.    Search, destroy tmri onbuah is allotted AOs. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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(c) Phase 3,    (Approx A Dec 67) Cordon and soaroh IIOI l-IY 
YS5056 orders to bo iscuod later. 

(d) Subsocm&nt Phagos. Orders to bo issued later, 
Soquenco and pi'obablo timings as follows; 

■ 

i.     Cordon and search ops in the follovdng village": 

1 AM MHUT YG4-659 7 Dec 67. 

2 LOIIG SIBI Worth YS435593 10 Dec 67. 

^     XAH PilUOC 184531 21 Dec 67. 

^     Assist in 1 AT? cordon and search of NCliI 
■ , GIAO YS4677.    Date to bo confirnad. 

5 DAT DO South Sast I849$590 27 Deo 67. 

6 PIIUOC LOT YS5057 5 Jon 68. 

Note.    Operations listed os 2, 3, 5, Ü above, 
wore not condaated duo to AiiTO operations in 
the areas and socondl:'- nubscquont tasks of 
higher priority. 

ii,    Eetwoon cordon and ser.rch ops coy activities la 
allottod Aus vrill continue. 

iii. Bn '.,111 be in base 24.-20 Doc 67. 

(2)    7 lUIi issued orders for Operation 00Lili'.DATTA. 

(c.)    Ocncr.-'l Outlino.    7 2U3 Gp consisting of 7 TiA?. plus 
Tp A Sqn 3 Cav Scfft plus enc ACV,  106 Fd Dty (dirnouiito.i), 
161 Fd Bty (-) (Pi olsa group), two combat cntfinocr teams 
1  Fd Sqn, 1  S'.S Sqn (-),  D Coy 2 R&Il, 1 ABO idth MüäK 
cemd Dcf Pi KQ Co)   1 ATF, Dot 1 Div Int Unit, throe HPs, 
Dot 1 Div Pro Unit, toaa of 1 Aiist CA Unit, Rational police 
including PFF and wcraon police, ARTO troops nod Fey Opa 
Dot,    Task to cordon ffift LOIIG XS41&i village before first 
light on 24 :;ov 67.    Camwnolng at firr.t light the village 
to bo scirchcd, .all inli.\bitants to be screened and suspect 
persons aoved to OUIIA STADIUM YS3362 for furtlior   . 
interrogation by VN personnel. 

b. D Say 23 Nov 67. 

(1) 2 HAU {-) OOOBonsed -jporations in its allotted AO centre 
of mass YS5264.    D Coy assisted 7 R&R in Operation OCDMATATTA. 

(2) 7 Ri*di (+) exuuenced Operation OODNADATTA, cordon and 
search of HQA LGI.'G YSA26A, 

c, 24 HOY 67. 

(1) 2 Mil (-) continued search and destroy operations,    D Coy 
returned to 1 ATF Eaco. 

(2) 7 SAB concluded Operation OODHADATTA.    A total of nine 
suepaots wore detained and evacuated to PIIUOC TOY Provinoo HQ 
BARIA for further interrogation. 

(3)    1 SAS Sqn deployed two LHJiPs. 
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d.     25 Nov 67. 

(1)   2 EAlv (-) continued coarch and destroy oporations.   .\t 
1600H at YS559670 A Coy contacted A VC vdthout rocult.    D Coy 
comracncod search and destroy operations, 

(2) 7 Ml rci-uainod in 1 ATF Base and issued orders for the 
period 26 Nov to 4 Dec 67. 

(a)    Gonoral Outline. 

i.      Cordon and attack a Lnown encray base camp 
YS338707. 

ii.    Search and doctroy in allottod AOs, 

(3) 1 SAS Sqn deployed two LTUiPs. 

e. 26 Nov 67. 

(1) 2 HAJl (-) continued searcUand destroy opcr-itions.   Lt 
101SH at Y3506691 C Coy contacted 2 VC vithout romilt.    At 101JB 
at YS586593 D Coy sighted / VC, contact wafl ho'', initiated.   At 
yS564655 A Coy located and destroyed a VC Base Cronp consisting 
of 8 bunkers and a cook house. 

(2) 7 RAR (-) secured FS3 ALPIu'. and LZ ROCK (see Annox P). 

(3) 1 S&S Sqn «ctmotod one LRRP. 

f. 27 Ifov 67. 

(1) A Sqn 3 Cav Regt conducted a road runner and cioarinc 
patrol between 1 ATF Dane and NGuZ C-IAO ZSA677. 

(2) A Pd Regt 106 ?d Bty vras inserted into ?S3 ALPBi. 

(3) 2 TAR (-) continue, search and destroy operations. At 
YS55S663 A Coy located a VC Bate Conp v.iiieh ivr^s booby trapped. 
A booby trap was set off with the result 2 Aust ICL'i, 1 Aust UX4« 

(4) 7 JAK (-) wna inaortod into LZ ROCK to oocnanoa 3 con^on 
rukl attnek of a known VC riasc CrJ-ip. At 1646;; P Coy contacted 
an ostinatod 2C VC and wore ongogüd liy naohinc can fire, Tl;e 
MG was destroyed with M72 rockot fire. The VC wltbdron SOvTd 
\nxt  ooatlmiod tho contact v.at.h RPG flTO fron the VEST. The 
contact was broken at 1Ö15H with the result 3 VC KIA (DC), 2 VC 
WIA; 1 Aust KL". and 17 Aust V7IA. At 160511 B Coy in a cordon 
position to tho SOUTH of the canp contacted 2 VC with tho result 
2 VC KIA (BC). 

g. 28 Hoy 67. 

(1) 2 ilV.l  (-) continued search and destroy operations. At 
YS558668 with t!u; assistance of i Fd Sqn cler.ents detected and 
removed two Hi6 mines and,J.i;o Cliicor.i grenades set up as booby 
trapc. At YS552692 A Coy located and destroyed a canp consist- 
ing of 9 bunkers interconnected by a tunnel systosn. 

(2) 7 RAH (-) continued search and destroy operations. At 
10508 at YS333705 D Coy contacted 2 VC resulting in 1 VC KIA 
(BC). At 1300H at YS33169V 3 Coy contacted 1 VC without result. 
The VC Baso Cottp at YC33S707 was investigated and found to ccn- 
slst of 9 huts and 100 nctres of trench. The coup contained 39 
individual weapons, 2 crew servod •.•'■; as, 3 mines, 10 grcnados, 
a largo quantity of omunition, clowijig and docianonts, 
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(3)    1 SiS Sqn extracted one LiülP, 

U)   161  (Indcp) Recce Jit.   At 133011 at 1,S5S3574 two H13 
helicopters sighted 1 VC olid ongaged with Si with result 1 VC 
m (BC). 

h.     29 Nov 67. 

(1) 2 HAR (-) continued rcarch and destroy operations.   At 
0730H at YS503647 C Coy located and destroyed one (US) Ml 6 nine 
and two RUSSIAN typo Mio nines. 

(2) 7 RAR (-) continued search BDd destroy operations in AO 
ZULU (Sec Annex Q).   At 103711 at YS320702 E Coy contacted 15 VC 
resulting in 1 Aust WIA.   At Yi;333709 D Coy loccvtou a cache 
wldch contained 300 lbs of polished rice.   At YS333707 D Coy 
located a VC Uase Camp consistinc of 3 huts and bunkers, 5 weapon 
pits and n 75 netres range.    The camp contained one rifle. 

(3) 1 SAS Sqn at U30H at YS567767 a LBSf contacted 3 VC result- 
ing in 3 VC KIA (DC) and 2 Chicom 7.62 rifles captured.    The 
LRRP was extracted, 

i.      30 Hov 67. 

(1) 2 MB (-) continued search and destroy operations.   At 
0830H at YS582593 D Coy contacted 3 VC resulting in 2 VC KIA 
(DC) and 1 VC WIA.   At 1400II at Ya5506W- A Coy triggered off a 
VC nine resulting in 1 Aust KIA and 7 Aust UIA. 

(2) 7 KAR (-) contlnuoi search and destroy operations. At 1300H 
at YS325706 B Coy attacked an occupied VC Pase Canp resulting 
in 3 Aust WIA. 

j,      1 Dec 67, 

(1) 2 R1R (-) continued search and destroy operations. At 
2035H at YS558588 D Coy contacted 2 VC without result. 

(2) 7 RAR continued search and destroy operations. At 2110H 
at YS39374.5 A Coy contacted 2 VC without result. 

k«,  2 Dec 67. 

(1) 2 RAR (-) continued search and destroy operations. At 1030H 
at ¥3579593 D Coy contacted 6 VC resulting in ^ VC DA (BC), 1 VC 
WIA and 3 weapons captured. 

(2) 7 BAR continued search and destroy operations. At YS327714. 
B Coy located a VC Base Canp which contained 2 weapons and a 
nuuber of Chicon stick grenades. 

1.  3 Dec 67, 

(1) 2 RrtR. 

(a) 2 PAR (-) continued search end destroy oporations. At 
1700H at yS55l6A3 A Coy contacted 2 VC with the result, 1 VC 
KIA (BC). 

(b) The Tac HQ plus two Coys eOBMMtd Operation CAKUKGHA, 

(2) 7 RAR continued search and destroy operations. At 1100H at 
YS315755 D Coy contacted 3 VC with the roovlt 1 VC KIA (BC), 1 VC 
WIA and ono AK47 captured. At 16C0H at YS315755 Sp Coy contacted 
2 VC with the result, 1 VC KIA (BC), 1 VC WIA and ono AKA7 
captured. . 

/12. 
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n,     L, Doc 67. 

(1) 2 Pu'Jl continued co.-irch anJ doatroy oporationa, ccncludod 
Operation Qtfma&A and isciied orders for Operation ALDEKLEY. 
A total of 29 pooplo wore detained for further intorrogation as 
a result of Oparati'.m QMURQU. 

(2) 7 BAB (-) OOBtlauod soircl; :uvj dentroy opGrationo,    B Coy 
returned to 1 AT? Base. 

n.      5 Dec 67. 

(1) 2 BIB (-) continued ucarch and dostroy operations.   At 
1259H sit 0559671  C Coy contacted 3 VC «dth tho result, 1 VC 
IdA (BC), 1 VC V/IA, two weapons and one yrcnr.do captured. 

(2) 7 BAB (-) continued search and destroy operations, 

0.      6 Dec 67. 

(1) 2 BiB continued search and destroy oporationa« 

(2) 7 RAIi continued search an-', destroy operations and issued 
orders for the ostablisiFicnt of 735 ETAYO and tho conmenocsient 
of eeaz'ch (laä dostroy oparctions in now AOs centre of nass 
YS506S.    Included in tiio orders VOM detailed orders for tho 
following operations; 

(a) Op SHEPPABTOH, Cordon and search of PHU MY YS257A on 
11/12 Dec 67. 

(b) Op MMBOWA,  Cordon and search of OriG TIUClH YS2568 
and YS2666 on 13/1A Dec 67. 

(c) Op MBLDOUHIB,  Cordon and search of KWOC HOA YS2362 
on 15/16 Doc 67. 

(3) Sffiaai Outline.    7 BAS group consisting rp A Sqn 3 Cav 
Regt, three M? Dot AF? Pro Unit, Dot 1 Div Int Unit, Dot 1 Aust 
CA Unit, Rational Police, Flold force Police, Wcnoa Police and 
Interpreters.    Task to cordon each village on the dates stated, 
Tho villages to bo search and all inliabitants screened.    Suspect 
persons to bo r.ovod to B*RZA STADIUM for further investigation 
by VN personnel.    F£3 BBAVO to bo reinforced by A Sqn 3 Cav 
Bafft (-). 

p,     7 Dec 67. 

(1) A Sqn 3 Cav Hegt socm-od FSB BRAVO (see Annex p) for tho 
novo of 106 Fd 3ty fron FSD ALPHA. 

(2) 2 PAR continued search and destroy operations, 

(3) 7 BAB rodpiloy^d to now AOs to continue search and destroy 
operations oftci- a hoH>«"-^ -^a.'-U into L2 QBBEH YS3073. 

(A)    1 SAS Sqn oxtraotod two LTJ^Ps. 

q.      8 Doc 67. 

(1) 2 213.  (-) continued search and destroy operations. At 
1513H at YS57-C605 B Coy contacted 6 VC with the result 1 VC 
KU (BC), one AKA7, 100 rounds of SA anmuaition rx.d 1 pack 
captured. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
/13. 



fl CONFIDENTIAL 

13. 

(2) 7 liAIl oontinued soiiroh and dontroy oporatlono.   At 0740H 
at YS30O734 A Coy contaotod 1 VC with the result 1 VC UIA.   At 
YS299736 A Coy located a VC Baüo Canp which containad oxplosivcs, 
ono Ml 8.11 olaymoro i;iino, twenty chicoa grenades, one flare, some 
docuaonts and tools.   At YS3117^6 C Coy located one hut which 
contained salad oil end 610 lbs of rice. 

(3) 1 SAS Sqn extracted ono LR11P. 

(4) 161  (Indcp) BMM Fit.   At 18409747 a in3 helicopter fly- 
ing in support of 7 RAK received ground fire resulting in the 
pilot WIA and no cton.gc to the holicoptcr, 

p.     9 Dec 67. •   I 

(1) 4 yd Bogt« A Bty 1/83 (US) Arty was deployed from 1 ATF 
Base to F3D BRAVO. 

(2) 2 RAR (-) continued search and destroy operations. At 
yS573601 B Coy contacted 2 VC with the result 1 VC KIA, 1 AU7 
and HO rounds of amaunition captured. 

(3) 7 RAR (-) continucrl search and destroy operations. In 
YT3071 3 Coy located numerous snail caches all were old and not 
used recently. 

U) 1 SAS Sqn deployed ono LRRP. 

s.  10 Dec 67. 

(1) 1/83 (US) Arty was escorted by 3 Tp A Sqn frou FSB EttVO 
to 1 ATF Base. 

(2) 2 RAR and 7 RAR continued search and destroy operations. 

(3) 161 (Indep) Recce Fit. At iS533572 a Hi 3 helicopter received 
ground fire. The area was engaged by Artillery without result, 

t.  11 Dee 67. 

(1) 2 RAR continued search and destroy operations. At YS565678 
A Coy contacted 5 VC with the res-alt 2 VC KIA, 3 weapons and 
7 packs captured. 

(2) 7 RAR novod to cordon positions in preparation for the 
cordon and search of PHD MY, YS257/i. 

(3) 1 SAS Sqn. Thrco LRlirs were deployed and one extracted. 
At YS619591 a LRRP contacted 6 VC with the result 1 VC WIA. 

u,  12 Dec 67. 

(1) 2 RAR continued search and destroy operations, 

(2) 7 RAR continued search and destroy operations and concluded 
Operation SIIEPPARTOi: the cordon and search of PHU MY YS257A.   A 
total of 26 people were detained for further interrogation, 

(3) 1 SAS Sqn. At tJOOH at YS5/t6793 a LRRP contacted 7 VC 
resulting in 7 VC KIA and 2 weapons captured. One LRRP was 
oxtraoted. 

v,     13 Dec 67. 

(1) 2 RAR continued search and destroy operations, 

hi. 
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(2)    7 HUl continued aearch and clostroy oporationo end conaenced 
Operation DE-IBOOU, tho cortlon and ncarch of OKG miNH YS256S 
and YS2666. 

w,     14. Dec 67. 

(1) 2 JUR continued search and riostroy opoi-arlons. At 071JB 
at YS592600 D Coy contacted 2 VC -.Ithout rocult, 

(2) 7 BAB contiiraod search onA destroy oporationo and concluded 
Operation DD'BOOIA. A total of 15 suspects ueru detained, 

(3) 1 SAS Sqn ox+racccd one LSBP. 

x,  15 Doc 67. 

(1) 2 FAH cjntiiiUGd search and destroy operations. 

(2) 7 lUil continued search and destroy operations tad connenced 
Operation l-IELBOUHNS, the cordon and searcii of P.'IUOC KOA YS2862. 

y.  16 Dec 67. 

(1) 2 3£H continued search and destroy operations. At 1430B 
C Coy becaPo op con to 7 "AH. 

(2) 7 BAR continued search .and destroy operations and ooacluded 
Operation KSLBODBNE. A total of 17 suspects wore detained, 

(3) 1 SAS Sqn at 1715H at Y3661S14 a LIIRP contacted 3 VC with 
the result 1 VC KIA. 

z,  17 Doc 67, 

(1)    2 IAH and 7 HAH coatinuod search and destroy operations. 

oa,    1« Doc 67. 

(1) 2 RAR continued search and destroy operations.    The cordon 
and search of hSSQ DIS'I North was cancollod duo to AHVM operations 
in the BtB« area. 

(2) 7 H&R oommencod Operation LOrd'E, a search and destroy 
operation in Kill DIKII Mouatoliui YS34-65.    Do HQ, C and D Coys 
wore inserted into a LZ at YS3476,i7.   A and 3 Coys with C Coy 
2 RAH were deployed into blocking positions KOR7H of the KUI 
DINH Mountains. 

bb.    19 Doc 67. 

(I)' 2 HAH continued search and destroy operations. 

(2) 7 RAR continued Operation LOHI.'E. At 1635H at YS337679 
C Coy contacted 3 VC with tho result 1 Aust VIA, 

co. 20 Doc 67. 

(1) 2 BAB continued search and destroy operations, 

(2) 7 RAB continued Operation LORSB. At l'G337679 C Coy located 
2 VC bodies Idllod in the contact 191635H. At 100CH at YS336695 
A Coy contacted 3 VC with tho result 3 VC KIA and 3 weapons 
captured. At YS337669 C Coy located a carp which contained 4. 
rifles, 1 D10 clayr.oro and 2 Chiccra grenades. At YS34.6685 D Coy 
located a cache containing 37 rifles and sono ori'Junition. 

/15. 
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dd. 21 Doc 67. 

(1) AH Regt, 161 Fd 3ty Mtt Utf extractoü freo 7SF3 
CHÄBLIE YS2962 to 1 AIT Baca. 

(2) 2 MR continued oearch CJIJ destroy operations. All elements 
except V Coy returned to 1 427 3aM« V Coy continued patrol 
operations in tho LCNO BRBI YS5559 trim HOÜSESI-IOZ HILL YS4962. 

(3) 7 MB conclude Operation UOB. At 09100 ftt lrS333694 B Coy 
contacted 5 VC vdthout result. 7 iU.1 returned to 1 ATF Base, 

oe. 22  Soc 67. 

(1) 1 ATF OQHMDMd Operation LV./LE±,  the OordoD OiiJ Mtfflll of 
IIGAI GL10, consisting of l^aets LI VAIJ 1^65773, HUH EtABR 
YS468779 and NOAI GUO YS4&'t793.   7 343 was to cordon and MBTOh 
the first two hmlatc, 2 BAB tho Ir.ct haralot.    The operation 
consnencod at 0800H wLtit a FSB cstablishod in cjoa YS4471.    Tho 
cordon was inserted by air and APCs and wr.s in position by 1330H. 

(2) 1 SAS Sqn c:ctractod two LBBPl« 

ff,    23 Dec 67. 

(1) 1 ATF continued Operation LVJLEY.    A San clcraents secured 
Route 2 for novciaent oi' bn rond convoys,    3|y 073011 tho scroe:iing 
centres v/oro erected .and at OCOOi! the ooarchos comr.onoed.    1 ATF 
deployed a Control HQ to RGil GLIO daring 23 Doc to control the 
operation.   At Vf00H the operation v.is complete,   A total of 
1218 civilians wore scroonöd or which 43 wore obtained for ID 
card irregularities and a further 50 sucpoots were evacuated 
for further investigation by tho Provincial Authorities. 

(2) All units returnod to 1 ATF Base for the Christaas Truoa 
period. 

gg.    2A Dec 67.    1 ATF rwalnad in Base locvtiMM except for patrol- 
ling of üio TA0H,    The Christaas Truce Mas cbsorvod botuoen 2A180CH 
to 261800H, 

hh,    25 Dec 67.    The sane as for 24 Dec 67. 

ii.    26 Doc 67.    Tho same as for 24. Dec 67 except 1 SAS Sqn deployed 
1 LiffiP. 

JJ.    27 Doc 67. 

(1) A Sqn assisted 2 BftB 3n securing FS3 BDOO YS5365. 

(2) A Fd Regt. 102 Fd l^y deployed to FSB KIHGO. 

(3) 2 RAR roco.'.iacncod search and destroy operations in a new 
AO centre of mass XS5B70i 

(a) Genoral Outline. 

i.  Phase 1 (AM 27 Doc). A Coy plus ono tp of APCs 
secured FS3 RIBO0 cad an LZ for F33 at YS532658. 108 
Fd Bty flew into FSB RTJGO. 

ii. Phase 2 (IM 27 Dec). D and C Coys wore inserted 
into the new AO and comencod search and destroy 
operations in allotted AOs. 
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(4) 7 riAH rocoramonccd search and destroy operations. 

(5) 1 SAS Sqn at O^OH at YS287725 • LRHP during insertion 
contnetod 2 VC vdthout result. At 1366H at YS762678 a LRRP 
during insertion contacted 2 VC vith the result 1 Aust WIA, 
Both LRRPs were extracted, a further LRRP was deployed. 

kk.    28 Dec 67. 

(1)    1 ATF elononts continuod search and destroy operations. 

(2)    2 RAP..   H Coy rclicvod V Coy at HORSSSMOE IULL and on 
eonpleticn of its relief V Coy moved into its allotted AO to 
cormence search and destroy operations, 

11.    29 Doc 67.    1 AT? eloncnts continued search and destroy 
operations. 

om.    30 Dec 67. 

(1) 2 B&B continued search p.nJ destroy operations.   At 0710H 
at IS562575 V Coy contacted 4 VC ;dthout result, 

(2) 7 RAH continued search and destroy operations, 

nn,    31 Dec 67. 

(1) 2 RAR except V Coy and U Coy returned to 1 ATF Base. 

(2) 7 MB returned to 1 ATF Dase. 

(3) 1 ATF elaaonts conunenced the I.'cw Year Truce at 1800H. 

oo.    1 Jon 68. 

(1)    1 ATF remained in Base locatiotti except for patrolling of 
the TAOR.    At 09/fOH at XS496670 a 2 PAR patrol were fired on 
by 6 VC, the patrol returned firo without rerolt.    The New Year 
truce continued till 1300H, 

pp.    2 Jan 68, 

(1) 1 ATF deployed to now AOs to continue search and destroy 
operations. 

(2) 4 Fd Regt.    106 Fd Dty deployed to FSR iUSMX/a XStfTt. 

(3) 2 RiiR deployed A Coy by APC to search and destroy in an 
aroa_contrc of nass "35073. The araa of search was to include 
the lUTBBI edge of 3ZNH B& rubber plantation and the SOUTHED! 
edge of DUG TiLirill AO. D Coy with 2 sects of ncrs was deployed 
by APC to establish a coy base and nortar FSB PAK YS5A77 
(Annex P). V Coy continued to maintain domination of the area 
of the LONG GRSEN YS5659. 

(4) 7 KAR deployed to now AOs to continue search and destroy 
operations.    Bn HQ, B and C Coys r.ovcd by APC to vie yS45S782. 
B Coy secured FSB ALANBROOKE.    After 1   '  Flty vas in action at 
the FSB, A and D Coys were inserto' u licopters in a L2 in 
vie YS4503^1.   At 1315H at YS43685A ..   ->:' contacted 1 VC with- 
out result.   At 1330H at YS/J53A7 D C-y contacted 2 VC with the 
result 2 VC KL\, 1 weapon and 1 D10 claynore captured.    At 
13415802 C Coy located a new camp consisting of 2 huts, 8 
bunkers and A tunnels. 

(5) 1 SAS Sqn deployed one IPJIP. 
/17 
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4.02 dotainoos of which ^2 \;orc 
confinnGd as VC infrastructure 
3 crew scrvod weapons 
105 -i/capons 
3500 rounds of assorted 
annunition 
11 nines 
10 grenades 
300 lbs of doovcients 
1 Typovritor 
900 lbs of rico 

16, Administration.    The concept of operations allowed for all 
administration and logistic rocupply to operate from 1 &JF Base.   As a 
result no problens oroso. 

17, Lessons Learned. 

a. The predicted routes of approach, which wore the traditional 
routes the VC had used for sone yoars, can bo meooflsftlly intor- 
ceptod during the rico harvoat season by wide ecale patrcllir-c. 

b. Ilico daiicl operations can bo cnccessfully mc nted in PlfJCC 
TÜY Province by 1 ATF. 

e«     Even with tho lack of silos in towns an;! vülagoo and tho 
minijiiuni of Govorrinont control, rice can bo denied to the VC.    tho 
most important aspect of denial is preventing tho VC obtaining the 
rice directly froa the paddy fields. 

d.      Cordon and search operations can be particularly succosuful 
during tho rice harvest season, as tho YC OUBt r.alco contact v/ith 
tho villagors and tho VC infrastructure at this tino.    Tho capture 
of 42 confirmod VC infrastructure during the operation proves Mils 

• lesson. 

18, Coraraandor's Cora.cnts. 

a. Ac far as it wont FORREST was a most cuc:-osafal operation in 
denying the rico to tho VC.    The success of tho oporation was duo 
initially to tho very coniprchonFi-vc intelligence appreciation Bate 
as the result of pooling all intolligonco infoznatlon available to 
tho many intelligence agencies vdthin tho Province. 

b. While tho operation denied rice to tho VC during the actual 
period of FORREST, complete doriial of rico to the VC tliroughcut tho 
year will not be possible until Govcrnr.ont silos are built and all 
rico famors arc roquired by law to store their rice in these silos. 

fi**JLut~J 

(R.L. HUGHES) 
Brig 
Comd 

/? 
-i 
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qq. •? Jpp 6S. 

(1) 2 RAR continuod search afld destroy operations. At 1140H at 
IS53S787 B Coy contacted 3 VC vdth the result 1 VC KIA and 1 weapon 
captured. At 1150H at 15550797 B Coy contacted 3 VC with tho result 
2 VC KIA and 1 weapon captured. At YS5/.17S6 B Coy located a snail 
camp which contained COO lbs o-f rivo, V Coy returned fron its search 
and destroy operations to 1 ATF 2r.so. 

(2) 7 RAR continued search and destroy operations. At 0739H A Coy 
contacted 3 VC with tho remit 3 VC KIA and 3 weapons captured. At 
1615H at YS423325 B Coy contacted 3 VC without result. 

IT. L Jar^ ,6ff. 

(1) 2 RAR continuod senreh and e'eotroy operation,':.   At 0950H at 
13515763 A Coy contacted 1 VG with the result 1 VC KIA.    At 1C22H 
at YS536786 B Coy onxtaetad 1 VC witiiout result. 

(2) 7 RAR oontlcaed Boccoh and destroy operations,   -".b I^OH at 
15410305 C Coy contacted A VC with the result 1 VC K:A, 6 weapons 
and 16 paclca captured. 

88.    5 Jpn 68. 

(1) 1 ATF elements oonai'^.-sd Oporation FORREST and returned to 
1 ATF Baso as dct-dlcd bolowi 

(a) By 120C:: one tp of A Sqn had secured Rcuto fron FSB 
ALAKBRCOKE 134578 to tho brid-o at ySA56^92. 

(b) Commencing I.^OU, A Coy 2 R^R was extracted by one iSS 
fron area KB PiM XS5477. 

(0)    At tfOOB, B Coy 2 RAR movod frcn FJB PiM by ilPC. 

(d)   At T400H, A and D C«ya 7 R-'H ooBaoaocd extraction by AIIC frca 
area of tho OtJ BI jflAJwr pla-.ibat-'.on IS^82. 

(o)    On conploiion of A and D Coy e::traotion, C Coy 7 RAR rcturnad ' 
by ATC to 1 ATF Baoe. 

(f) At 153CH, 106 Fd Bty crae out of action and returned fron 
FSB Aumnccxl to i tss saso. 

(g) At t530H| Bn Ili 7 I'-U wu axtractod by air fron KU1 IIHAN 
YSA379. 

(h)   At 17004 B Coy 7 HAR retuvr.od with one tp A San fron FSB 
ALAKBROOKE. 

(i)   At T730H, A Sqn was released fron Pouto security. 

(j)    By 1800H, a.U clc-ronts were in 1 ATF Baso and Operation 
FORTJLST concluded. 

(2) 2 RAR at 1115H at YS539739 B Coy contacted 2 VC with tho result 
T VC KIA. 

15. £fiauüa« 

U KIA ^7 KIA (BC) 
35 WIA 2 KIA (Poss) 

15 WIA 

/18. 
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AYFBC-RE-H   (Undated)    Ist Ind 
SDBJBCTi    Combat Operations After Action Deport 

SA, HQ II PPORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266    . g M/\Y 1968 

TOt    Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Developnent, Department of the 
Anry, Washington, D.O. 20310 

The attached after action report for the 1st Australian Task Saroe, 
Vietnam, Operation: Forrest,  is forwarded in accordance with MLCV Dir 
335-8, 1 September 1967« subjects   Combat Operations After Action 
Reports (MACV J3-32(K-l)),    Pertinent comment followst    This head- 
quarters requests MAC7 consider the proposal made by Commander ATP, 
page 18, para 18b, which statest    While the operation denied rice to 
the VC during the actual period of Operation Forrest, complete denial 
of rice to the VC throughout the year will not be possible until 
Government silos are built and all rice farmers are required by law 
to store their rice in these silos. 

FOR THE OGMUNSSRt 

\i 
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iCTJSX A TO 
i   fllE A^m ACTIDN 

BBB 
(OP FORREST) 
DATED ^ 

DESTRUCTION OF CAVES AT YS3-;668Q 
BI 3 TP 1 FD SQN 

fttaaalMttflB 

1. Tho oavo conplex was found by C Coy 7 RiB in the KUI DINH Hills 
during Operation LORJJE.    This crcc has been occupied by the C^l  (Chou Dui) 
Coir.pnny and tho caves showed evidence of use aj protection against artillery 
and air strikes.   The caves were of a natural formation. 

Outline of Tn^ 

2. 2 Tp (-) was allotted tho task of olonring and destroying tho caves. 
Tho roservo combat toom was committod and Tp Comd moved forward to take 
coranand of tho task. 

3. The cavos wore blown using AO lb beehive charges which provided ä 
good shattering effect. Ono hundred 40 lb hechive charges were flown out to 
the job site on tho 20 Doc 67. Tho charges were carried by UH1B Iroquois 
and winched into tho site. Each sortie carried throe lots of beehive charges. 
Each winch load consisted of two charges. 

A«    The distance to tho task site from the loading point was approximately 
10,000 metres and using three aircraft, tho tlno taken to completo tho fly in 
was two hours. On the following morning additional explosives were flown in 
to an improvised LZ. 

ämjm&rv 

5. The caves were destroyed by tho afternoon of the 21 Doc 67. Tho 
boohivo charges provided a good shattering offoot. Several combinations 
wer« tried In the ring mains varying the distance between tho charges. 

6. The demolition of tho caves was considered successful.   A sketch nap 
Of the layout of tho oaves is attached. 

n 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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